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Cuvilly Arts & Earth Center Undergoes Extensive Facelift – Inside and Out

Ipswich, Mass. – This summer, Cuvilly Arts & Earth Center is undergoing  major renovations – inside and out.  The Center, renowned for its nature-based early childhood education programs and commitment to environmental sustainability, is refurbishing its classrooms, administrative offices and communal spaces as well as its outdoor play area. The Center has not made major improvements to its classrooms since it first opened under the sponsorship of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in 1983.  
 “The renovations reflect our continuing commitment to Cuvilly’s ministry,” said Sister Marie Prefontaine, SNDdeN, chairperson of the Cuvilly board of directors. “Our investment in Cuvilly’s infrastructure is an investment in its future.”    
The interior renovations will be completed by the opening of school in September. Work on the building will, however, be put on hold for two weeks in July and the first week in August, when Cuvilly hosts its annual  Simply Keep it Local (SKIL) summer program for pre-school and elementary-age children.

A key component of a Cuvilly education is experiential, outdoor learning and interacting with nature. Cuvilly’s play yard, adjacent to the campus’s reconstructed 19th-century barn, has been redesigned  to reflect this emphasis by Maryann Malarkey, a landscape architect and designer of early childhood play spaces with Alberts Malarkey Designs based in Ipswich . Her design for Cuvilly’s new play yard retains elements of its existing layout but includes such imaginative additions as a fairy woodland, growing tree play structure, tunnels and a musical maze. 
“I have long been an admirer of Cuvilly’s mission and message,” said Malarkey. “My designs are imaginative, but they are also environmentally friendly and encourage children to connect with nature.”
Work on Phase I of the play yard is scheduled to begin in early July and will be completed by September.  All funding for the play yard improvements has been raised by parents of Cuvilly pre-school and kindergarten students. Phase II and III of the outdoor play space will be completed as additional funds are raised throughout the next school year.  
In addition to the play yard and central building renovations, Cuvilly has invested in a series of unique structures that tell the story of sustainable living in the past as well as the future. Last summer, an indigenous Nushwetu (“house of two fires”) lodge was completed on its campus to illustrate how indigenous people lived in cooperation with the land. In 2009, two structures – a 17th-century house and a 21st-century house – built on the Ipswich Town Common as part of the town’s 375th Celebration were donated to Cuvilly and moved to the Center’s grounds to complete the Center’s sustainable living exhibition. This summer the two structures are in the process of being completed.
“I can’t say thank you enough to all the people in our community who care about Cuvilly and have donated their time, financial and emotional support to our efforts,” said Sister Patricia Rolinger, SNDdeN, founder and executive director of Cuvilly Arts & Earth Center. “The larger message they all embrace, of course, is that it is an honor to be here in God’s creation and that creation is to be reverenced. ” 
Cuvilly Arts & Earth Center, a ministry of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, was founded in Ipswich, Mass., in 1983, for the purpose of promoting environmental education and forming a global community in an interdependent world. The Center achieves this mission by being a model of ecological sustainability through education, the arts and agriculture.
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